Downer

a part of October and November, but without
permanent result. New York was at first amused,
then disgusted, and finally bored. Insistent upon
being a celebrity at all costs, Dowie had given
wide publicity to the story that he was really the
son of a British nobleman, but even this was of
no avail; New York refused to be interested in
a problematic scandal fifty years old. The trip
had cost $300,000 and there were murmurs in
Zion City, but Dowie paid no heed; instead, with
a dozen of his officers he went on a "Round the
World Visitation." Upon his return, in order to
meet the now serious financial situation, he com-
manded every resident in Zion City, on pain of
expulsion, to deposit funds in the Zion City bank;
with this accomplished he was off on trips to
Mexico in a vain attempt to establish the "Zion
Paradise Plantation" there. On Sept 24, 1905,
he suffered a serious paralytic stroke and was
taken to Jamaica. As soon as the tyrant was dis-
abled, the slaves rose in revolt. Dowie's most
trusted friend, Wilbur Glenn Voliva, to whom
he had given full powers of attorney, led a move-
ment which on Apr. 2, 1906, deposed the auto-
crat, took from him all his Zion City properties,
and suspended him from membership in the
church on account of "polygamous teaching and
other grave charges." Dowie at once returned
to Chicago, but broken as he was in health he
could not make great headway against the rebel-
lion. Nevertheless he fought on gallantly in the
courts until his death less than a year later.

[Rolvix Harlan, John Alexander Dowie (1906) ; The
Personal Letters of John Alexander Dowie, comp. by
Edna Sheldrake (1912) ; Zion Banner, 1901-05; Leaves
of Healing, I-XX; the Chicago Tribune, Mar. 10,1907.]

E. S. B-s.

DOWNER, ELIPHALET(Apr. 4,i744-Apr.
3, 1806), "the fighting surgeon of the Revolu-
tion," was the ninth child of Joseph and Mary
Sawyer Downer. Born in what was then Nor-
wich, but is now Franklin, Conn., he settled in
Brookline, Mass., where he married Mary Gard-
ner in 1766 and practised medicine till the Revo-
lution. He was a volunteer fighter against the
British on their retreat from Lexington, but later
ministered to the wounded Redcoats and even col-
lected wine, linen, and money for their relief.
After Lexington he served as surgeon of the
24th Continental Regiment of Foot, and was men-
tioned by Gen. Heath as active and enterprising.

In May 1776, he sailed as surgeon of the pri-
vateer sloop Yankee. The ship made several rich
captures in June, but in July its crew were over-
powered by the prisoners aboard and taken first
into Dover and then into London. Downer, in a
deposition to Franklin, which was sent to the
British ambassador in France as a protest against
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the harsh treatment accorded American prison-
ers by the British, and which was later circu-
lated in American newspapers, told how the crew
were kept m suffocating quarters and were given
little attention when sick. Downer himself was
confined in various prison ships at London and
Sheerness until gangrene set in in one of his legs
and he was moved to Haslar Hospital, Gosport
There he recovered, and then escaped to France
at some time not later than March 1777 (Stevens
Transcripts, No. 670).

From Apr. 16 of that year to about July 6, he
served as surgeon of the Continental sloop Dol-
phin, Capt. Samuel Nicholson (Muster Roll of
the Dolphin, John Paul Jones Papers, vol. I,
Library of Congress), which in company with
the Reprisal and Lexington, circled the British
Isles and made nineteen captures (Stevens Tran-
scripts, No. 703). In returning to France, how-
ever, the Dolphin was chased, sprung a mast,
and had to throw overboard her guns to get
safely into St. Malo. On Sept. 18,1777, Downer
sailed for the United States as a passenger on
the Lexington, commanded by his former cap-
tain of the Yankee, Henry Johnson. The next
day, however, off Ushant, the ship was captured
after a furious engagement of several hours by
the British sloop Alert, Capt Bazely, and car-
ried into Dover (Stevens Transcripts, No. 1695).
According to his pension claim, Downer volun-
teered to fight and was severely wounded in the
left arm by grape-shot. After confinement in
Forton Prison, Portsmouth, from Oct. 13, 1777,
to Sept. 6, 1778, he again made his escape to
France, this time with fifty-six other Americans,
by tunneling under the wall. Downer is said to
have been so corpulent that he stuck in the nar-
row passage until it was enlarged

When he finally returned to America he was
commissioned surgeon-general of the Penobscot
Expedition from July to October 1779, and re-
ceived fifteen dollars in compensation for instru-
ments lost (Revolutionary Muster Rolls of Mas-
sachusetts, vol. IV, p. 923). After the Revolu-
tion he was given a grant of land in the Marietta
Reserve, and acted as an agent for the Ohio
Company in the sale of land. He died in Brook-
line, Mass., and is buried in the Walnut Street
Cemetery there.

[The fullest accounts of Downer are in S. A. Drake,
Old Landmarks and Historic Fields of Middlesex
(1888) and in D. R. Downer, The Downers of America
(1900), but their claim that he served on the Alliance
or with Paul Jones is contradicted by the dates of his
imprisonments and of the Penobscot Expedition. His
deposition is found in American newspapers of August
1777* e-g-, the Pa. Evening Post of Aug. 5; his pension
claim is in American State Papers, Class IX, Claims,
vol. I, p. 151. The best account of the cruise of the
Yankee is in Force, American Archives* ser. V, vol. I,
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